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Welcome to the world of international communication!
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Instructor: Aya Okada Monday 16:40-18:10
Email: aokada@mail.doshisha.ac.jp Room: R209
Phone: 075-251-3564 Office: Keisuikan #208

Office Hour: Tuesday 10:00-12:00 (no need to make appointments)

According to the latest report by the United Nations, 6.6 million children died before
reaching their fifth birthday in 2012. 162 million young children are suffering from
chronic under-nutrition, and 58 million children are unable to receive primary education.
781 million adults and 126 million youth are not able to read or write, and more than 60
percent of them are women?.

International development is a global effort to change and improve lives of these people
that suffer from poverty. How do we do so? Why? What is our objective? Who determines
the objective of development? In this course, we will discuss these old, but new questions.
The class will read together a novel based on a real story of a development practitioner's
experience as a guide to think about dilemmas and questions that one face in engaging
in development efforts.

e Course Objective

Students will be able to logically discuss dilemmas and questions that one face in
engaging in international development.

1 United Nations. (2014). The Millennium Development Goals Report 2014. Last Accessed on September 14, 2014 at
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf



e Class Topics (subject to change)

Date Topic
1 10/6 Introduction: Image of “Development”
2 10/13 No Class - Typhoon
3 10/20 Class with Students from the United States (KCJS Session)
4 10/27 Tropical Gangsters: Preface and Chapter 1 (Aya)
5 11/3 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 2 (Group A)
6 11/10 Class with Students from the United States (KCJS Session)
7 11/17 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 3 (Group B)
11/24 No Class (Aya at a conference)
8 12/1 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 4 (Group C)
9 12/8 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 5 (Group A)
10 12/15 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 6 (Group B)
11 12/22 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 7 first half (Group C)
Tropical Gangsters Chapter 7 latter half
12 1/5 (Heejoo, Risa, Naori, Kaisei, Hikaru, Mako, Natsu, Dan-
chan, Mana, and Shu)
13 1/19 Tropical Gangsters Chapter 8
(Yuno, Pengyu, Hiromi, Nao, Mai, Asa, Yuzu, and Aya)
1/21 . . ) .
14 Wednesday Essay Editing Service at Aya’s Office (all day)
15 1/26 Images of “Development” Revisited

*Friday, January 16 - Lunch party with KCJS




e Assignments

» Short Summary
As a group, provide a summary on responsible chapters with 1) one sentence
summary, 2) main points, 3) clarification questions, and 4) discussion questions.

» Final Essay
“What It Means to Engage in International Development”
Length: 4 or more double spaced pages (A4)
Language: English
(Aya will provide editing sessions for those writing in English.)

e Evaluation

Grades will be given according to the following three (plus one) aspects. Points will be
added up to 100 percent.

Attendance and active participation in in-class

Class participation 20% . . .
discussions and exercises

Short summary 40% | Capturing the main point of the literature

Final Paper - Essay 40% | Clear, logical argument

A ] C

(90-100) (80-89) (70-79)

e Textbook

Klitgaard, Robert. (1991). Tropical Gangsters: One Man's Experience With
Development And Decadence in Deepest Africa. New York: Basic Books.

- Two copies are available at Imadegawa Library (332.4469||[K9561)
- Another copy is available at Aya’s office (Keisuikan #208) during the weekly
office hour.

e Email Notifications
As an additional way of communication, Aya may send you a message to your

ActiveMail account. The information may be very important that might affect your
grade, so make sure to check your emails frequently during the semester.



Collaborating with KCJS Students!

Our class will collaborate with students
currently studying at Kyoto Consortium for
Japanese Studies (KCJS) located in Doshisha.

You will be working with students normally
studying at a university in the United States.
They are staying in Kyoto between September
and December to study Japanese and Japanese
culture.

We will mainly work with 5 students studying
with Itsuko Nakamura Sensei this semester.

e Lunch Time Party (Friday, 10/17)

12 students are invited to a party at Amherst House (stop by anytime between 1lam-
14pm). Light meal will be served. First Come, First Served — please let Aya know today
if you are interested and available!

Take advantage of this opportunity to make new friends! Enjoy having lunch, dinner, or
coffee together during their stay at Doshisha ©

e Joint Session on Inter-Cultural Communication and Interview with Professionals

10/20 (Monday, during class)
“Examining the Experience of Inter-Cultural Communication 1”

Self-introductions (icebreaking), Forming Groups, Discussions

Interview with a professional (guest speaker — subject to change)
KCJS students are working on examining a hypothesis on inter-cultural
communication through Community Involvement Project (CIP). We will learn
about their project, discuss the hypothesis together from our experience, and
also hear the experience of a professional. We will also talk about Robert’s
experience of inter-cultural communication from Tropical Gangsters.

11/10 (Monday, during class)
“Examining the Experience of Inter-Cultural Communication I1”
Interview with a professional (guest speaker — subject to change)

e Helping Each Other Outside of Class

KCJS students will help you go through the chapter from Tropical Gangsters for your
group presentation on 11/3, 11/17, 12/1! Nakamura-Sensei and | will help form a group
of Seiseku students and KCJS students for mutual help during the class on 10/20. Feel
free to meet outside of class, or ask for help over e-mails.

Between 11/17 and 12/5, Seiseku students will help KCJS students help put together a
final paper and presentation. KCJS students are writing an “ethnography” based on a
hypothesis they develop on inter-cultural communication. This is a report of what they

4



examined in the field and their analysis. Please help KCJS students prepare reports
using correct Japanese language.

In the morning of 12/11 (Thursday), KCJS students will make a final presentation
about their findings on inter-cultural communication. Those of you who are available,
please join me in attending the session.

Your commitment to collaboration with KCJS students will be reflected on your class
participation points. For example, if you devote time outside of class for this
collaboration, I will make sure to add extra points.

Please note that this project is titled TB R ANZEE EBZEDZEU ALV and is being
funded by EIE#HKE FEXIE - ZERFE L2 —. From time to time, Nakamura-
Sensei and | will ask you to participate in a questionnaire and also in oral interview
about your experience in the project.
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<KCJS £f&n BiFE>

The objective of KCJS’s Japanese Program is to enhance the student’s communicative competence and to enable

professional and personal interaction with members of Japanese society in ways that are culturally readily acceptable.

In particular, a KCJS student will come to:

1. Understand the intentions of others when Japanese is spoken;

2. Understand the intentions of others when written materials of various genres and media are presented;

3. Control the use of Japanese expressions, both spoken and written, in order to fit the socio-cultural settings and
purposes of communication;

4. Expand the modes of communication used to include such genres as formal presentations, negotiations, projects,
the organization of events, and their follow-up.
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FEEBFEFM7 o7 — LA KCIS - RTY V5 ARE—R., EFEHR)
Collaboration Project between Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies (KCJS)
and
Doshisha University Department of Policy Studies
“Mutual Learning between Japanese and International Students”

Pre-Project Questionnaire

We are excited to have join the collaboration project between KCJS and Department of Policy Studies at
Doshisha University! During the semester, we plan to organize a party, joint classes, and opportunities to
help each other’s class projects. Through this collaboration, we are trying to figure out what types of
interacting opportunities are the most effective in facilitating intercultural exchange and mutual learning
between Japanese and international students studying on the same campus. Please help us to think about this
question from your experience this semester.

In this questionnaire, we first ask you to write down your name so that we can compare your thoughts before
and after the semester. Your name will be deleted as soon as the data is entered into a spreadsheet so that no
one is able to identify a specific individual. So please tell us your honest thoughts and feelings.

Please note that this project is funded by Center for Learning Support and Faculty Development at Doshisha
University.
Aya Okada (Doshisha University)
Itsuko Nakamura (KCJS)

Questions Begin from Here

1. Please tell us your name:

2. Please check what you expect to achieve in this collaboration project between KCJS and Department of
Policy Studies (check as many as you like).

Make new friends

Work together with people with different cultural backgrounds
Improve Japanese language

Communicate with the natives of Japanese language

Learn broken Japanese

Improve the ability to negotiate in Japanese

Learn about myself

Question what | take for granted and re-examine them

Deepen intercultural understanding

Develop the cultural ability to deal with unexpected situations

OO0ooooogodg



[ Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!

2. Please check the different types of intercultural exchange you’ve experienced before (check as many as
you like).

Lived abroad for a long term

Studied abroad for more than 1 year

Studied abroad for less than 1 year

Hosted homestay students

Participated in international exchange events

Have foreign friend(s)

Traveled overseas

Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!)

O0o0oogodg

3. What is your goal on Japanese language that you want to achieve before graduating from the university?

4. What is your lifelong goal about Japanese language?




5. Please circle the number (or bold the number) that you most agree with for each statement about dealing with different cultures.

others.

Neither
(Statements about Language and Culture) Strongly Slightly Agree or S!lghtly St_rongly
Agree Agree ) Disagree Disagree
Disagree
I know the basic rules (pronunciation, grammar, idioms) as well as the . 4 3 5 1
characteristics of expressions in Japanese language.
I have knowledge on historical, societal, and cultural backgrounds of Japanese
language. I also know that we must use the language differently depending on a 5 4 3 2 1
specific situation.
Language is closely related to culture and identity. One’s language skills is not the . 4 3 5 1
only thing needed for complex communication ability.
Each language has its own structure and system. There are similarities and 5 A 3 5 1
differences, so a direct translation may not result in the exact same meaning.
Each culture has complex values and norms. They influence, and are reflected 5 A 3 5 1
upon, people’s world view and ways of thinking.
Culture has subcultures based on various groups such as regions and generations. 5 A 3 5 1
One person may belong to multiple subcultures.
Misunderstanding in intercultural communication may occur because the exact c 4 3 5 1
same behavior or phenomenon can be interpreted differently.
One may face intercultural situations in one’s home country, without going abroad.
To deal with these situations, one must learn to think from the perspective of 5 4 3 2 1
others’ cultures.
Despite the variance in power and spread of different cultures, there are always
going to be similarities and differences, and no culture is inferior or superior then 5 4 3 2 1




Neither

(Statements about Attitudes) ng?gy Skgp;éy ggsfgrgg S II ;ggtrlgé gtlrs%ggrgé
I am able to see the similarities and differences of different languages and 5 4 3 5 1
cultures. I can understand and accept them naturally.

I am able to accept ideas that are completely different from mine, forgetting any

push-back or prejudice that | may have about differences in language and 5 4 3 ’ 1
culture. I am also able to accept “vagueness” that | may have trouble

understanding.

| am eager to, and am able to, step into intercultural situations in places other 5 4 3 ) 1
than schools with interests in different languages and cultures.

I am able to identify the significance and value of communicating with different 5 4 3 5 L
cultures based on the idea that all languages and cultures are equal.

In overcoming the obstacles that may emerge in intercultural, multi-cultural

communication, I am able to explain myself patiently with firm intention and 5 4 3 2 1
make the effort to solve the problem in understanding the others’ cultures.

I am able to critically observe both my culture and different cultures, while

eliminating perceived opinions or simple generalizations based on my cultural 5 4 3 5 L
values. | am also able to make discussions while keeping a certain distance with

my own culture.

Based on the understanding that culture and value are relative by nature, | am

able to make objective and equal judgments about my culture and other 5 4 3 2 1
cultures.

I am able to handle new situations confidently in a relaxing manner with

“flexibility” that I’ve developed through trial and error in the experience of 5 4 3 2 1
dealing with intercultural situations.

| am able to develop close relationships with people with different cultural . 4 3 5 1

backgrounds while respecting their identity.




Neither

(Statements about Abilities to Think) Sg\z?gely Skgrgéy é_gree or S :;ggtrge [S)tlrsgggr?é
isagree

I am able to understand the similarities and differences about different 5 4 3 5 1

languages and cultures by comparing the elements in a consistent manner.

| am able to provide objective and appropriate explanation about my mother

tongue and culture. I am also able to express objectively and sufficiently my 5 4 3 2 1

opinions and understandings about different culture.

I am able to communicate for mutual understanding in Japanese language 5 4 3 5 1

while taking into account linguistic and cultural differences.

| am able to develop my way of learning based on prior knowledge and 5 4 3 5 !

experience about different languages and cultures.

I am able to continue learning foreign languages and different cultures for a

lifetime, while constantly reviewing in practice the effectiveness of my 5 4 3 2 1

learning style.
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Collaboration Project between Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies (KCJS)
and
Doshisha University Department of Policy Studies
“Mutual Learning between Japanese and International Students”

Post-Project Questionnaire

I hope you have enjoyed multiple programs to collaborate with students from Doshisha University
Department of Policy Studies (or Seisaku students). Please let us know what you thought and felt through
participating in exchange party, joint classes, and peer-helping.

In this questionnaire, we first ask you to write down your name so that we can compare your thoughts before
and after the semester. Your name will be deleted as soon as the data is entered into a spreadsheet so that no
one is able to identify a specific individual. Please tell us your honest thoughts and feelings.

Please note that this project is funded by Center for Learning Support and Faculty Development at Doshisha
University.
Aya Okada (Doshisha University)
Itsuko Nakamura (KCJS)

Questions Begin from Here

Please tell us your name:

1. Please check the programs that you participated this semester (check all that apply).

Class with Okada-Sensei (Wednesday, October 15)

Joint class (Monday, October 20 with Washoku restaurant owner)

Joint class (Monday, November 10 with doll performer)

Joint class (Wednesday, November 26 with Noh player)

Peer-helping (KCJS students help Seisaku students for their presentation)
Peer-helping (Seisaku students help KCJS students for their project)
Personally met with Seisaku students outside of above programs

Others (let us in detail in the box below)
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2. Please check what you were able to achieve through a class with Okada-Sensei on October 15.

Work together with people with different cultural backgrounds
Improve proficiency in Japanese language

Communicate with the natives of Japanese language

Learn broken Japanese

Improve the ability to negotiate in Japanese

Learn about myself

Question what | take for granted and re-examine them

Deepen intercultural understanding

Develop the cultural ability to deal with unexpected situations
Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!)

OO0ooooogodg

3. Please check what you were able to achieve through the experience of joining the exchange party on
October 17 (check as many as you like).

Make new friends

Work together with people with different cultural backgrounds
Improve proficiency in Japanese language

Communicate with the natives of Japanese language

Learn broken Japanese

Improve the ability to negotiate in Japanese

Learn about myself

Question what | take for granted and re-examine them

Deepen intercultural understanding

Arrange to meet outside of class/program with Seisaku students
Develop the cultural ability to deal with unexpected situations
Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!)
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4. Please check what you were able to achieve through the experience of joint classes (October 20 with
Washoku restaurant owner, November 10 with doll performer, November 26 with Noh player; check as
many as you like).

Make new friends

Work together with people with different cultural backgrounds
Improve proficiency in Japanese language

Communicate with the natives of Japanese language

Learn broken Japanese

Improve the ability to negotiate in Japanese

Learn about myself

Question what | take for granted and re-examine them

Deepen intercultural understanding

Arrange to meet outside of class/program with Seisaku students
Develop the cultural ability to deal with unexpected situations
Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!)

Oo0ooooogogodg

5. How many times did you meet with Seisaku students for peer-helping (KCJS students help Seisaku
students for their presentation)? How many hours in total did you work together?

(] Did not meet at all [] Once

(] Twice [] Three times

[ ] Four times [] More than five times
Total hours: About hours

If you did not meet at all, how did you help each other?




6. How many times did you meet with Seisaku students in peer helping (Seisaku students help KCJS
students for their project)? How many hours in total did you work together?

(] Did not meet at all [] Once

(] Twice [] Three times

[ ] Four times [] More than five times
Total hours: About hours

If you did not meet at all, how did you help each other?

7. Please check what you were able to achieve through the experience of peer-helping (check as many as
you like).

Make new friends

Work together with people with different cultural backgrounds
Improve proficiency in Japanese language

Communicate with the natives of Japanese language

Learn broken Japanese

Improve the ability to negotiate in Japanese

Learn about myself

Question what | take for granted and re-examine them

Deepen intercultural understanding

Arrange to meet outside of class/program with Seisaku students
Develop the cultural ability to deal with unexpected situations
Others (write down anything that comes to your mind!)
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8. If you personally met with Seisaku students outside of above programs, what did you do together? How
many times did you meet with Seisaku students, and about how many hours did you spend together?

9. What was the biggest learning in programs collaborating with Seisaku students? Why do you think so?

10. What was the most impressive thing in programs collaborating with Seisaku students? Why do you think
so?

11. Were there anything you thought should be improved in programs collaborating with Seisaku students?
Please tell us why and your ideas for improvement.




12. Please circle the number (or bold the number) that you most agree with for each statement on dealing with different cultures.

others.

Neither
(Statements about Language and Culture) strongly Slightly Agree or S!lghtly St_rongly
Agree Agree ) Disagree Disagree
Disagree
I know the basic rules (pronunciation, grammar, idioms) as well as the . 4 3 5 1
characteristics of expressions in Japanese language.
I have knowledge on historical, societal, and cultural backgrounds of Japanese
language. I also know that we must use the language differently depending on a 5 4 3 2 1
specific situation.
Language is closely related to culture and identity. One’s language skills is not the . 4 3 5 1
only thing needed for complex communication ability.
Each language has its own structure and system. There are similarities and 5 A 3 5 1
differences, so a direct translation may not result in the exact same meaning.
Each culture has complex values and norms. They influence, and are reflected 5 A 3 5 1
upon, people’s world view and ways of thinking.
Culture has subcultures based on various groups such as regions and generations. 5 A 3 5 1
One person may belong to multiple subcultures.
Misunderstanding in intercultural communication may occur because the exact c 4 3 5 1
same behavior or phenomenon can be interpreted differently.
One may face intercultural situations in one’s home country, without going abroad.
To deal with these situations, one must learn to think from the perspective of 5 4 3 2 1
others’ cultures.
Despite the variance in power and spread of different cultures, there are always
going to be similarities and differences, and no culture is inferior or superior then 5 4 3 2 1




Neither

(Statements about Attitudes) ng?gy Skgp;éy ggsfgrgg S II ;ggtrlgé gtlrs%ggrgé
I am able to see the similarities and differences of different languages and 5 4 3 ’ 1
cultures. I can understand and accept them naturally.

| am able to accept ideas that are completely different from mine, forgetting any

push-back or prejudice that | may have about differences in language and 5 4 3 ’ 1
culture. I am also able to accept “vagueness” that | may have trouble

understanding.

| am eager to, and am able to, step into intercultural situations in places other 5 4 3 ) 1
than schools with interests in different languages and cultures.

I am able to identify the significance and value of communicating with different 5 4 3 5 L
cultures based on the idea that all languages and cultures are equal.

In overcoming the obstacles that may emerge in intercultural, multi-cultural

communication, I am able to explain myself patiently with firm intention and 5 4 3 2 1
make the effort to solve the problem in understanding the others’ cultures.

I am able to critically observe both my culture and different cultures, while

eliminating perceived opinions or simple generalizations based on my cultural 5 4 3 5 L
values. | am also able to make discussions while keeping a certain distance with

my own culture.

Based on the understanding that culture and value are relative by nature, I am

able to make objective and equal judgments about my culture and other 5 4 3 2 1
cultures.

I am able to handle new situations confidently in a relaxing manner with

“flexibility” that I’ve developed through trial and error in the experience of 5 4 3 2 1
dealing with intercultural situations.

| am able to develop close relationships with people with different cultural . 4 3 5 1

backgrounds while respecting their identity.




Neither

(Statements about Abilities to Think) Sg\z?gely Skgrgéy é_gree or S :;ggtrge [S)tlrsgggr?é
isagree

I am able to understand the similarities and differences about different 5 4 3 5 1

languages and cultures by comparing the elements in a consistent manner.

| am able to provide objective and appropriate explanation about my mother

tongue and culture. I am also able to express objectively and sufficiently my 5 4 3 2 1

opinions and understandings about different culture.

I am able to communicate for mutual understanding in Japanese language 5 4 3 5 1

while taking into account linguistic and cultural differences.

| am able to develop my way of learning based on prior knowledge and 5 4 3 5 !

experience about different languages and cultures.

I am able to continue learning foreign languages and different cultures for a

lifetime, while constantly reviewing in practice the effectiveness of my 5 4 3 2 1

learning style.
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